44                    Constantine
in one of the Panegyrists, who said that Constantine had bestowed lustre upon Britain "illic ori-undo'' But the words are now taken as referring to his accession and not to his birth. He was certainly proclaimed Emperor in Britain, and might thus be said to have " sprung thence." Constantine's birthplace seems to have been either Naissus, a city in Upper Moesia, or Drepanum, a city near Nicomedia. The balance of evidence, though none of it is very trustworthy, inclines to the former.
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